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Abstract: 
Archaeological Study for Some Gravestones Unpublished in National 
Port-Said Museum 


Gravestones have a great importance in old Egyptian beliefs, Where it 
represents as a gate that separate between the burial room and the outside 
world. Gifts and sacrifices are also presented to the dead through it. This 
belief continued in the Greek, Roman and Coptic eras. Executes on them 
some of sculptures and symbolisms, also written on them some inscriptions 
contains the name of the dead, date of posthumous, invocations and prayers 
for the dead. 

The Museum of Port-Said contains some of the gravestones executed from 
limestones, one from Tall- El — Raba, others from the Coptic Museum in 
Cairo, the date for this gravestones or the origin of three of them 1s not 
specified in the archives of this Museum. It appeared on these gravestones a 
lot of influences from Egyptology, Greek-Roman or Byzantine, also some 
specific Coptic symbols were executed on them. 

This search aims to study these four gravestones an archaeological study 
trying to date them and searching for the origin for the three gravestones with 
the unspecificed origin. 
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IKamel, L., & Girgis, D. G., 1987, “Coptic Funerary Stelae”, 15; Kakovkin, A., Ja., 
1992, “The Coptic Stele of Pantona from the Hermitage Collection”, East and West, 
vol. 42, No.1,158;Bennett, V., 2004,” Coptic Funerary Stelae in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art”, no p. 

2 Badawy, A., 1945, “ La Stele Funéraire Copte à Motif Architectural “, B.S.A.C., 
Tome II, 15-16. 

3 Stewart, H. M., 1985; Egyptian Stelae, Reliefs and Paintings, Wariminster, pl.47; 


Vandersleyen, C., 1985, Das Alte Âgypten, Berlin, 283. 
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1 Strzygowski, J., 1936, L'Ancien Art Chrétien de Syrie, Paris, 31f. 
2? Drioton, E., 1942, Le Sculptures Coptes du Nilométre de Rodah, Le Caire, 29- 
40; Drioton, 1946, Trois Documents pour l’Etude de l’Art Copte”, B.S.A.C., 10, 
69-89. 

ÉEN dan) dy Y) CoiéeY ee CS; je «ass 
# Meader, C. L., 1900, “ Symmetry in Early Christian Relief Sculpture “, A.J.A., 
Vol. 4, No.l, Jan. — Mar. 126; Hutter, I, 1988, The Herbert History of Art and 
Architecture, Early Christian and Byzantine, Great Britain, 10 
5 Kamel, L., & Girgis, D. G., 1987, “Coptic Funerary Stelae “, 18. 
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lBadawy, A., 1949, L'Art Copte, Les Influences Égyptienne, Le Caire, 63. 
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# Biedermann, H., 1992, Dictionary of Symbols, New York, 202 
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6 Biedermann, H., 1992, Dictionary of Symbols, 271; 
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*Adriani, A., 1963, Repertorio d'Art dell Egitto Greco-Romano, Serie, C., Vol. IL, 
Palermo, pl.59, fig. 208. 
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#( No Auther ),1964, Frühchristliche und Koptische Kunst, Ausstellung inder 
Akademie der bildenden Künste, Wien, 49. 
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IClédat, J., 1906, ”’Le Monastére et la Nécrople de Baouit”, MIFAO, 12, 
150, pl. xclIL,2. 
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! Gayet, AIL., 1902, L'Art Copte, Paris,76; Kamel, L., & Girgis, D. G., 1987, “Coptic 
Funerary Stelae”, 23. 
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# Lowrie, W. A., 1901, Christian Art and Archaeology, 236-237. 
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# Drioton, E., 1942, Le Sculptures Coptes du Nilométre de Rodah,10. 

LÉNAE 598 anæall ( FA-NT 112) Ge ° 

5 Kamel, L., & Girgis, D. G., 1987, “Coptic Funerary Stelae” , 12; Thomas, T.., K., 


2000, Late Antique Egyptian Funerary Scupture,13. 


T Kamel, L,, & Girgis, D. G., 1987, “Coptic Funerary Stelae”, 77 
8 Thomas, T., K., 2000, Late Antique Egyptian Funerary Scupture , 29. 
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https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/Y-EA69039 
pull 3 A YA A, Css 
2 Atalla, Nabil Selim,1989, Coptic Art, Sculpture- Architecture, Vol. 2, Cairo,118; 
ball jsdll salgé le Cuisee Gé (cislleali) fall Agsldl 58 ge ciiyédll De sjdll 
sllugf à5$ Ge sf ellall june 3j pyall ce clou cçslaall ul jf cudlall Gill 59 
: Ji s'il AI © aN" 
EYY à) Bjgua «£ À ç june 6, Liëll (sé «Ÿ A «(Gs3Sls) el cçgpeaY| 
Crum, W., 1902, “Coptic Monuments”, Catalogue Géneral du Musee de Caire, nos. 
8001-8741, Cairo, 144; Benzeth, D., 2000, L'Art Copte en Égypte, 119, 128; 
Gannuyer Ch., 2000, L Égypte Copte, Les Chrétiens du Nil, Gallimard, Institut du 
monde arabe religions, 11; Tôrôk, Lâszlé, 2005, After The Pharaohs, Treasures of 


Coptic Art From Egyptian Collections, Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest, 18March- 
18May,170. 
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Benzeth, D., 2000, L'Art Copte en Égypte, 126; 
EN D) bg VO 6 june Ludl udle Ve À (üsëls) el cola 
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: Bt Qlall june clin) casaill (à lie Jies 6(63)taall 
Crum, W., 1902, “Coptic Monuments”, 141; Cooney, J., 1941, Late Egyptian and 


Coptic Art, Brooklyn Museum, pl.39; Calament, F., 2009, Une Autre Égypte, 
Collections Coptes du Musée du Louvre, Millau,147. 
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Crum, W., 1902, 140; Kamel, L., & Girgis, D. G., Coptic Funerary, 61. 
Crum, W., 1902, 143. 
1 il <OAËE 3, Ci « Suga (8 Ales Cgidll iboll casidll à Ulls Ÿ 
Benzeth, D., 2000, L'Art Copte en Égypte, 130. 
5 il cpu 07 X Fe oolel A5 GAŸY 8) cuai ni Yi ogill césiall (à Lila a5pge 
Cine (Qlll juoall (je Ajiliall la glll Lesage Ajif Auhs «Y+40 cons (ose 6 
td VV sa sàll day 


Bennett, V., 2004, “ Coptic Funerary Stelae in the Metropolitan Museum of Art”, 7. 
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1 Bourguet, P. M., 1971, The Art of the Copts, New York, 102; Atiya, A. S., 1991, 
The Coptic Encyclopedia, 2170; Lemee, M. B., 1995, Mosaics of Roman Africa, 
Floor Mosaics from Tunisia, British Museum Press, 243, fig. 184; Benzeth, D. 
2000, L'Art Copte en Egypte, 134; Gabra, G., 2007, Coptic Museum, Cairo, 112- 
114. 

? Georges B., 1902, Coptic Monuments, Catalogue General des Antiquites 
Egyptiennes du Musee de Caire, Le Caire , 137, pl.XLV. 

3 Zaki, A., 1949, “ Some Funerary Stelae from Kom Abou Bellou”, 59. 
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